
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H7693 June 26, 2009 
product that goes into every manufac-
tured product in this country, that 
every one of us who likes air condi-
tioning use. That’s not a good idea. 

This bill also, Mr. Speaker, national-
izes the building codes. No longer will 
you be able to look to your local plan-
ning and zoning commission, your local 
city council as to how the building 
code should be. You can’t go to your 
State government. You’re going to 
have to look to the Federal Govern-
ment. Some bureaucrat in the bowels 
of the institution in Washington, D.C., 
is going to decide whether or not you 
can build a house and what those 
standards should be. 

Congratulations. Thank you so very 
much, Mr. Tenth Amendment. 

Mr. Speaker, MIT has a study that 
shows this will cost every family in 
America $3,100 for implementation of 
this bill. All of the pain that’s associ-
ated with this bill and, quite frankly, 
there is a lot of pain. And we will just 
begin to see it as the details unfold. So 
what do we get for that pain? 

I’ve recently asked a climate sci-
entist who feeds his family, basically, 
looking at this issue. I said, If we were 
able to pass the Waxman-Markey bill, 
can you in fact measure after 40 or 50 
years the positive impact on our at-
mosphere? If we’re going to spend $3,100 
per family to get this done, if we’re 
going to lose all of these thousands of 
jobs and decrease the standard of living 
in America as a result of this deal, 
what do we get for our money? 

He looked me right in the eye, Mr. 
Speaker, and said, Maybe. Maybe you 
can measure the impact? He said, 
Yeah, maybe. 

The Congress of Racial Equality, not 
someone you would normally think 
would be doing things that Republicans 
would agree with, their spokesman, 
Niger Innis, talks about the study they 
performed that shows that should this 
happen or, actually, should America go 
to a zero carbon footprint over the next 
100 years, that the impacts on the tem-
perature will be like .07 degrees Celsius 
over that entire timeframe. Again, not 
measurable. So a lot of pain for no 
gain. 

Mr. Speaker, I guess the call to ac-
tion for all of this is for our fellow 
American citizens to get mad. I’m hop-
ing that, Mr. Speaker, this next week 
before they go to their 4th of July pa-
rades in their cars, which is a limited 
opportunity because there will soon be-
come a day they won’t be able to drive 
those kinds of cars that they want. We 
will tell them the kind of cars they 
want to drive, not themselves. 

But I hope they get mad, Mr. Speak-
er. I hope they use this climate change 
bill—global warming bill, because we 
changed the phraseology because the 
climate is not warming—I hope they 
use this to incent their TEA parties on 
the 4th of July to go after us on this 
deal. I hope they begin to call their 
Senators and tell them ‘‘no’’ on this 
deal. 

Call your Congressman who voted for 
this nonsense. There are 219 of them. 

You can go to the Web and find out 
who they are. Start calling them now 
and tell them they made a mistake, 
Mr. Speaker. 

This bill is bad for America, it’s bad 
for our economy, and it will lower our 
standard of living. It was done simply 
to allow our President to have a photo 
op in Copenhagen in December while 
the Chinese and Indian leaders laughed 
behind his back. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 
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THEIR LIVES, THEIR FORTUNES, 
AND THEIR SACRED HONOR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. We all know that 
liberty is not free, and our history 
shows that it is cause to stand on prin-
ciple. But freedom has always been 
worth the price. 

Even before that magic list was pub-
lished in 1776—on July 4—of the signers 
of the Declaration of Independence, 
those 56 men, the British knew who 
they were, and they had already 
marked down every Member of Con-
gress suspected of putting their name 
to that treasonous document. All of 
them became the objects of individual 
manhunts by the British. Of course, the 
punishment for treason was death by 
hanging. 

Of the 56 who signed the Declaration 
of Independence, nine of them died of 
wounds or hardships during the Amer-
ican War of Independence. Five were 
captured and imprisoned. In each case, 
they were treated brutally. Several 
lost their wives, their sons, or their en-
tire families. One Member lost all 13 of 
his children. 

Two wives were brutally treated. And 
all at one time or another were victims 
of manhunts or driven from their 
homes. Twelve signers of the Declara-
tion had their homes completely 
burned. Seventeen lost everything that 
they owned. Yet not one defected or 
went back on their pledged word. Their 
honor and the Nation they sacrificed so 
much to create is, yes, still intact. 

You see, they pledged to themselves 
their lives, their fortunes, and their sa-
cred honor. And they did not go back 
on their word. 

New Jersey signer, Abraham Clark, 
gave two sons to the officer corps in 
the Revolutionary Army. But they 
were captured and sent to the infamous 
British prison ship in New York harbor 
known as hell ship ‘‘Jersey,’’ where 
thousands of Americans who had been 
captured were going to die. 

They were treated with a special bru-
tality because of their father, Abraham 

Clark. But when the war was almost 
over, the British told Clark to come 
out in favor of the King and his sons’ 
lives would be spared. Abraham Clark, 
in his anguished answer, replied, No. 

Francis Lewis was a New York dele-
gate. He saw his home plundered and 
his estates in what is now Harlem com-
pletely destroyed by the British. Mrs. 
Lewis, his wife, was captured and 
treated with great brutality because of 
her husband. 

John Hart of Trenton, New Jersey, 
risked his life to return home to see his 
dying wife. But German Hessian sol-
diers rode after him and he escaped 
into the woods. While his wife lay on 
her deathbed, the soldiers ruined his 
farm and wrecked his homestead. 

Hart, 65, hid in the woods as he was 
hunted throughout the countryside. 
When he finally made it home, he 
found that his wife had already been 
buried and his 13 children had dis-
appeared. He never saw any of them 
again. 

Judge Richard Stockton, another 
New Jersey signer, had rushed back to 
his estate in an effort to evacuate his 
wife and his children. The family found 
refuge with friends, but a sympathizer 
betrayed them. Judge Stockton was 
pulled from bed and brutally beaten 
and put in jail. 

Congress finally arranged for Stock-
ton’s parole, but his health was ruined. 
He returned home to find his estate 
looted and did not live to see the tri-
umph of the Revolution. His family 
was forced to live off charity after he 
died. 

John Morton was a British sym-
pathizer, but once he came to sign the 
Declaration of Independence, he 
changed his mind and came out strong-
ly for independence. Most of his neigh-
bors, however, in Pennsylvania, and his 
relatives, were British sympathizers 
and ostracized him. 

When he died, just 1 year later after 
signing the Declaration of Independ-
ence, his last words to his tormenters 
were, ‘‘Tell them that they will live to 
see the hour when they shall acknowl-
edge the signing of the declaration to 
have been the most glorious service 
that I have rendered to my country.’’ 

There were similar stories with the 
other 51 signers of the Declaration of 
Independence. 

A person who did not sign the Dec-
laration, but one of my favorite per-
sons in history, and a son of liberty, 
was a schoolteacher by the name of Na-
than Hale. He was from Connecticut. 
He was a 21-year-old teacher by trade, 
but joined the Colonial Army under 
George Washington. 

At the Battle of Harlem Heights, 
George Washington was facing General 
Howe in battle and asked for a volun-
teer to go behind enemy lines and spy 
on behalf of the Colonial Army. Hale 
volunteered and went forward. 

He disguised himself as a Dutch 
schoolmaster, set out on his mission 
for a week and he gathered information 
on the position of the British. But he 
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